Department of
Veterans Affairs

Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VAMC Psychology Externship Program

The Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VAMC (CVAMOC) in Philadelphia (formally the Philadelphia VAMC) is pleased to
provide externship (practicum) training experiences for psychology doctoral students. Our growing program offers rich
and dynamic training experiences with a diverse patient population.

Placements are offered throughout the hospital with recent opportunities in:

Outpatient mental health

Inpatient psychiatric unit

Primary Care-Mental Health Integration/Behavioral Health Lab
Sleep Clinic

Opioid Treatment Program

Polytrauma services/Neuropsychology

Couples therapy

Pain Clinic

*Please note, specific information on the available placements may vary slightly each year. Updated available offerings
will be distributed to the Director of Clinical Training of local psychology doctoral programs by December of each year as
well as made available through the PENDELDOT externship placement list.

Externship training will take place over a complete academic year and begin in the summer (date will vary by placement).
We expect most of our externs to pursue their clinical training at the CVAMC two days a week, for a total of 16 hours per
week, unless otherwise specified. Our application process including the timeline of due dates is currently aligned with the
standard process of the majority of local training sites in the Tri-State area under the PENDELDOT organization.

Applicant Requirements:
The following requirements must be met to be considered for a practicum placement at the CVAMC:

1) Must be a U.S. citizen from an APA accredited doctoral program in psychology
2) Must be at least the 3™ year of the doctoral program at the start of the practicum
3) Must have completed at least one externship prior to the start date

4) Must have at least 9 months of clinical training with an adult population.

5) Must have Master’s degree completed by the start date

How to apply:

Students will be asked to send a single application for all CVAMC placements of interest.

1) A cover letter for each placement of interest (up to 4).

2) Placement checklist form: Select up to 4 placements of interest. This will be provided to the training director when
the list of available rotations is provided.

3) PENDELDOT Externship Application Cover Sheet

4) At least one reference (contact information only)

5) Name of clinical training director

6) CV including GPA



After applications are received, they will be distributed to the indicated supervisors if the basic requirements are met (see
below). Students will be contacted by the respective supervisors ONLY if an interview is being offered for that
placement. Please note that you may not receive an interview for all the placements you apply. You will also receive an
email if you are not being considered for any of the placements.

rhExkR*PLEASE, direct all applications via email to Dr. Alissa Silverman***%# %%

Alissa Silverman, Psy.D. Kristyna Bedek, Psy.D.

Clinical Psychologist Inpatient Behavioral Health Clinical Psychologist, PC-MHI/Behavioral Health Lab
Externship Co-director Externship Co-director

215-823-5800, option 5, ext. 6206 215-823-5800, option 5, ext. 6625

alissa.silverman(@yva.gov kristyna.bedek@va.gov
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